Background
This triangular Association was formed in
1985 to develop understanding, friendship
and support between the citizens of the
Canterbury District, Bloomington-Normal
(Illinois) in the USA and Vladimir in what
was then the USSR. The Association set
out to foster cultural, educational and
business links between the different
countries. It has no political or religious
bias.
The link attracted national attention in
1988 when promoting a world-first school
pupil exchange with the Soviet Union.
Links have since been established
between academic institutions in each
city. Over the years choirs, musicians, folk
singers, artists, photographers, dancers
and sports enthusiasts have visited each
others' countries. There have also been
numerous exchanges or study visits by
professionals and Association members,
and several civic delegations have
travelled between the three countries.
The Association is supported by both
Canterbury City Council and its Honorary
Patrons, the Lord Mayor of Canterbury
and the Bishop of Dover, the Bishop in
Canterbury. It is a member of Canterbury
Arts Council.

Activities and visits
The Association runs a diverse social and
lecture programme with occasional visits
to and from the two partner cities. It is
non-profit-making and is able to offer
modest bursaries to young people wishing
to expand their horizons.
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Membership is open to all interested
individuals, groups and organisations in the
community who support the aims of the
Association. More information about events
may be found on our website.
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The twin cities of Bloomington (population
75,000) and Normal (52,000) are in the corn belt,
about 130 miles south-west of Chicago.
Bloomington grew out of ‘Blooming Grove’ in the
1830s. Normal dates from 1865 and derives its
unusual name from what is now the Illinois State
University, founded as a teacher training college
modelled on the French Ecole Normale.

Canterbury is located in east Kent, around
55 miles from London. The medieval centre, with
its cobbled streets and timber-framed houses, is
encircled by ancient walls, originally built by the
Romans. Canterbury Cathedral, founded in
597 AD, is the Mother Church of the worldwide
Anglican Communion. Archbishop Thomas
Becket was murdered in the cathedral in 1170.
Geoffrey Chaucer wrote his famous Canterbury
Tales in the late 14th century and playwright
Christopher Marlowe was born here in 1564.

Abraham Lincoln had strong associations with the
city, commemorated in the McLean County
Museum of History. The local economy depends
largely on agriculture and insurance.
Bloomington-Normal boasts two universities (the
second being the Wesleyan University in
Bloomington).

Vladimir
Russia

Vladimir is located 115 miles east of Moscow.
It is a former capital of Russia and the seat of
Russian Orthodox Christianity – hence the
choice of the Canterbury twinning. The city was
founded by Vladimir Monomakh in 1108. It has
a population of over 300,000 and two World
Heritage Site 12th-century cathedrals. The
famous icon 'Our Lady of Vladimir' was brought
to the city in 1155. Andrei Rublev, one of
Russia's greatest icon painters, helped to paint
the interior of the Cathedral of the Assumption
in 1408.

Bloomington-Normal stands on the famous
Route 66. The hinterland is not all flat corn and
soybean fields: there is interesting rolling
countryside around the nearby Mackinaw River.

The city has three universities and Canterbury
College is recognised for the support it has given
to the International Business College in Vladimir.
In 2010 the Best Lane garden in the heart of
Canterbury was re-dedicated as the Three Cities
Garden. Canterbury District includes the coastal
towns of Herne Bay and Whitstable, both famous
for their seafood.

Vladimir is one of the famous Golden Ring
cities, and a significant centre for tourists, along
with the nearby World Heritage town of Suzdal.
The centre of Vladimir has many fine old
buildings resembling British Georgian style.
The suburbs are a mix of industrial works and
residential flats. Vladimir State University is
famous as a centre of academic excellence.

